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merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Abram has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Abram Stuart for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, on January 27, 2020, I was unable 
to vote because I attended the funeral of a 
close friend. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 23, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 24. 

f 

HONORING HANEHAN FAMILY 
DAIRY FOR RECEIVING THE NEW 
YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SO-
CIETY’S NEXT GENERATION 
FARMER AWARD 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Hanehan Family Dairy for re-
ceiving the New York State Agricultural Soci-
ety’s Next Generation Farmer Award. The 
NYS Agricultural Society honors established 
producers and industry newcomers who are 
farming in new and vibrant ways with the Next 
Generation Farmer Award. For NY agriculture 
to continue to be successful, the next genera-
tion of innovative farmers are needed to work 
the land, plant crops, raise livestock and feed 
our global population. The Hanehan family has 
diversified their business to remain competi-
tive, while continuing their tradition and pass-
ing their successful business onto the next 
generation. 

Hanehan Family Dairy maintains two farms 
in Mount Upton and Saratoga Springs. Upon 
returning from service in World War II, Edward 
Hanehan purchased the farm next door to the 
one that he grew up on. Today, his descend-
ants include his three sons, 11 grandchildren 
and 19 great-grandchildren. Edward’s sons, 
Charlie, Cliff, and Dave, currently run both 
farms and several of their children are working 
their way into the family business as partners, 
carrying on the agricultural tradition. In addi-
tion to their core business of dairy, they also 
breed livestock and grow pumpkins, raising 
around eight acres at each farm. 

Agriculture is an essential component of the 
economy in Northern New York and Hanehan 
Family Dairy exemplifies the quality and diver-
sity of North Country farms. On behalf of New 
York’s 21st district, I would like to congratulate 
the entire Hanehan family for this well-de-
served recognition. I look forward to their fu-
ture success. 

SUPPORTING VETERANS IN STEM 
CAREERS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 27, 2020 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, I rise in strong support of S. 153, the 
‘‘Supporting Veterans in STEM Careers Act.’’ 

It is with the great sacrifice of the men and 
women, who have served in our armed forces 
and protected our freedom in mind that I urge 
members on both sides of the aisle to vote in 
favor this bill. 

We often hear about the many difficulties 
veterans face while attempting to transition 
back to civilian life. 

From physical and mental trauma to unem-
ployment to the struggles associated with re-
familiarizing themselves with civilian life, vet-
erans face many obstacles in life after service. 

With respect to employment, nearly one- 
third of veteran job seekers are under-
employed, which is 15.6 percent higher than 
non-veteran job seekers. 

In addition, the Texas Workforce Investment 
Council reported that in 2017, 35,734 veterans 
remained unemployed. 

In 2019, LinkedIn published its Veteran’s 
Opportunity Report, which stated that veterans 
who had degrees as well as four or more 
years of experience were less likely to land 
the job than less-experienced civilians who ap-
plied for the same role. 

I am voting in favor of S. 153 because it 
seeks to address that barrier by encouraging 
veterans to study and pursue rewarding ca-
reers in science, technology, engineering, and 
math as well as by creating an interagency 
working group. 

This group is tasked with coordinating fed-
eral programs for transitioning and training 
veterans for STEM careers. 

By facilitating this process, veterans will be 
able to have a meaningful career that utilizes 
their skillsets and secures their livelihood. 

In addition, S. 153 will result in filling thou-
sands of open positions and contribute to 
growing our economy. 

Today, STEM careers are growing at an un-
precedented rate. 

Texas is home to more than three-quarters 
of a million great STEM jobs. 

In fact, Texas is expected to represent near-
ly 10 percent of future STEM opportunities in 
the nation. 

According to a study by Syracuse University 
in 2018, Texas possesses the largest percent-
ages of veterans working in the STEM work-
force. 

At the state-level, 9 percent of veterans 
work in STEM. 

Yet, the report states that 18.66 percent of 
veterans in Houston are employed in STEM. 

Throughout my tenure In Congress, I have 
strongly supported veterans. 

With that in mind, I authored and introduced 
the ‘‘Helping to Encourage Real Opportunity 
for Veterans Transitioning from Battlespace to 
Workplace Act’’, or the HEROES Act, in pre-
vious congresses. 

Through my advocacy work with veterans, I 
have come to understand that one of the 

greatest barriers to entry for veterans seeking 
employment is that civilian employers do not 
adequately understand how the skills, experi-
ence, and training of veterans can contribute 
in the private sector. 

In an effort to address this problem, the HE-
ROES Act creates a Military Skills Translator 
Database to remove that obstacle and better 
incorporate veterans into the workforce, espe-
cially in fields like STEM. 

I strongly believe that we must come to-
gether and address the barriers that prevent 
veterans from re-entering the workforce. 

It is imperative that we, the American peo-
ple, continuously recognize the sacrifices 
these men and women have made to ensure 
our freedom and safety. 

We must take it upon ourselves to try and 
ease the burdensome transition that thou-
sands of veterans’ experience. 

And so, I ask all members from both parties 
to join me in voting to pass S. 153. 

f 

HONORING BRADEN TONKS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Braden Tonks. 
Braden is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 135, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Braden has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Braden has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Braden has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Braden Tonks for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I was unable to vote on January 27, 2020 due 
to National Guard obligations. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No 23, and YEA on Roll Call No. 24. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF PETRA RUIZ OF COACHELLA 
VALLEY 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
tell the Nation about the life and legacy of 
Petra Ruiz of the Coachella Valley. 
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Petra Ruiz was an organizer, activist, and 

leader who used her life to stand up for 
farmworking women across California. 

As the son of farmworkers in the eastern 
Coachella Valley, I am all too familiar with the 
social, economic, and political hardships the 
farmworking community faces on a daily basis. 
The struggles can often be so great that you 
have to have someone or something to look to 
for inspiration. For me, and for so many of us 
in the Coachella Valley, Petra Ruiz was one 
such inspiration. 

Petra was a fierce and loving leader who 
was held in high esteem, even by the people 
who didn’t agree with what she had to say. 
But it was hard not to agree with what she 
had to say. You see, Petra believed in helping 
farmworking women across California advo-
cate for themselves, for their families, and for 
their communities in the struggle for equality 
and their basic human rights. 

Petra got involved in the union movement in 
the 1970s and was a warrior for justice and 
equality within the farmworking community 
through her final days. 

A phrase that I have heard repeatedly in 
talking with members of the community and 
with her family is ‘‘she was always there.’’ 
Petra was always there. 

Even as a mother and a grandmother to a 
big family, she worked with the United Farm 
Workers of America to advocate for the rights 
of the farmworker community. Petra led 
marches; she attended meetings; she would 
even go door-to-door with flyers making sure 
that farmworkers knew their rights. 

Petra was a remarkable woman, revered, 
admired, a mover and shaker, an effective 
leader who led with her actions as much as 
she did by her words. She inspired me to 
never say no to my dreams, to pursue justice 
at every turn, and to always believe I could 
make a difference. 

Madam Speaker, while she is missed dear-
ly, Petra’s legacy didn’t end with her passing. 
Her impact is felt today and will continue in 
the lives of generations to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, on January 27, 2020, I was unable to be 
present for the recorded votes on roll call no. 
23 and 24. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on the motion to suspend the rules 
and pass, as amended H.R. 943, the Never 
Again Education Act, and YEA on the motion 
to suspend the rules and pass, as amended 
H.R. 4704, the Advancing Research to Pre-
vent Suicide Act. 

f 

HONORING JACOB WOOTTON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Jacob Wootton. 
Jacob is a very special young man who has 

exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 135, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jacob Wootton for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE FOUNDING OF 
COMMONWEALTH OF FAITH 
CHURCH 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to Commonwealth of Faith Church as 
they put down their roots in Redford Town-
ship, Michigan. 

Under the leadership of Pastor Torion 
Bridges, like-minded community members 
came together with the common goal of estab-
lishing a multi-generational house of worship 
to serve the spiritual needs of the surrounding 
community. They were able to establish a 
brand-new congregation by relighting the 
lamps of the building formerly home to St. 
Robert of Bellarmine Church. This group of 
people have sought to breathe new life into an 
existing building and work to bring a diverse 
group of people together in community service 
and in faith. 

Please join me in recognizing Common-
wealth of Faith Church as they establish their 
spiritual community and teachings, and be-
come rooted in Redford. 

f 

HONORING MR. KEN ARMSTRONG 
FOR HIS YEARS OF SERVICE 
WITH THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 28, 2020 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Ken Armstrong for his 
years of dedicated service to the Boy Scouts 
of America, specifically Troop ONE in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

First Presbyterian Church of Hot Springs 
chartered Troop ONE in 1923, making it the 
oldest continuously chartered chapter in the 
State of Arkansas. Mr. Armstrong’s own ca-
reer with Troop ONE began in 1994 and con-
tinued for another 25 years after he was 
named Scoutmaster for the troop in 1998. He 
will be retiring on February 9, 2020 after 21 
years as the Scoutmaster for Troop ONE. 

With more than 40 years of service as both 
a youth scout and as a Scoutmaster in Arkan-
sas and Texas, Mr. Armstrong was also 

awarded the Silver Beaver Award last year in 
recognition of his lifelong service in leadership. 
He remains a respected mentor and resource 
to countless young people in the Fourth Dis-
trict. 

I’d like to thank Mr. Armstrong for his years 
of dedicated service and for his commitment 
to ensuring a brighter future for young people 
of the Fourth District of Arkansas. 

f 

NEVER AGAIN EDUCATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 27, 2020 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 943, ‘‘Never Again Edu-
cation Act,’’ which requires the creation of the 
Holocaust Education Assistance Program 
Fund for the Department of Education. 

The fund will award grants to qualified enti-
ties to implement Holocaust education pro-
grams and host a series of regional work-
shops to provide teachers with assistance on 
how to incorporate Holocaust education into 
standard teaching while meeting state and 
local education requirements. 

The establishment of the Holocaust Edu-
cation Advisory Board to prepare application 
criteria for grant recipients, and the formulation 
of the Holocaust education program website 
will allow for a regulated, definitive introduction 
of this curriculum. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day, January 27, 
is an international memorial day that marks 
the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death 
camps in January 1945. 

In addition to the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp, 
we must also remember the victims of the 
Belzec, Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald, 
Chelmno, Dachau, Dora-Mittelbau, 
Flossenburg, Gross-Rosen, Janowska, 
Kaiserwald, Majdanek, Mauthasen, Natzweiler- 
Struthof, Neuengamme, Oranienburg, 
Plaszow, Ravensbruck, Sachsenhausen, 
Sobibor, Stutthof, Terezin, Treblinka and 
Westerbork concentration camps. 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum states that the extermination by the Nazi 
regime and its allies led to the deaths of 6 mil-
lion Jews. 

In addition to the millions of deaths within 
the Jewish community, the Third Reich sepa-
rately targeted and murdered many other com-
munities and ethnic groups, some estimates 
range from an additional 3 million to 11 million 
deaths. 

These deaths include members of the 
LGBTQ community, the physically and men-
tally disabled, Freemasons, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, the Romani, Poles, Serbians, Spanish 
Republicans, members of the Soviet Union, 
Soviet Prisoners of War, people of Slavic de-
scent, Germans of African descent, Com-
munists, Socialists and more. 

After Adolf Hitler’s invasion of Poland on 
September 1, 1939, France and Britain de-
clared war on Germany, officially beginning 
World War II. 

World War II lasted from 1939 to 1945 and 
caused about 75 million deaths, including 
members of the military and civilians, around 
3 percent of the world’s population at the time. 

Almost 75 years have passed since the end 
of World War II, but the aftermath is still a re-
minder of a brutal and merciless era of history 
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